Scottish Ice Rnks Association: Member Online Meeting 25th August, 2020 at 11:00am.

SUMMARY MEETING NOTES:

INTRODUCTIONS:

Mike Ferguson, Chairman, welcomed SIRA members and explained that it was MEMBERS ONLY on this occasion to allow for more frank discussion with Bruce Crawford, RCCC CEO joining the meeting later.
 
Mike Ferguson (MF), Tom Pendreigh, Tom Brewster, Richard Harding, Gail Munro (note taker), Graham Baxter, Robert Walker, Bob Tait, Jim Barton, Cameron Clark, Lockhart Steel, Simon Lang, Neil Craik, Kenneth Murray, Michael Green, Katie Grubb, Linx Ice Arena, William ?, Debbie Scott, Richard Smith, Keith Petrie, Bruce Crawford (SC).  
 
Mike made special thanks to committee members, Tom Brewster, Tom Pendreigh, Richard Harding, and Scott Henderson who have been heavily involved with discussions and meetings their technical knowledge and input had been invaluable particularly with regard to the Fresh Air Ventilation planning. 
 
MEETING PRESENTATION LINK:  Presentation-250820
 
Comments and Up-dates:

·         IRMA document taken to Scottish Government agreed in principle with continuous Scottish specific updates.
·         English rinks – Many rinks have not re-opened yet despite the green light from Government.  Generally speaking, Local Authority rinks who maintained their ice throughout have opened but many private facilities remain closed for fear of being shut down again. 
·         Green light for Scottish Rinks to open from 31st August, this has been confirmed in writing and SIRA has made representations to ensure that the Government bodies appreciate the seriousness of closing down rinks after ice has been settled down.
·         The latest Scottish Curling Return To Curling updates include reference to face coverings not required while playing.
·         SIRA WhatsApp group:  Up and running and members are encouraged to use it to share information.
·         Track and Trace Options include MyLifeDigital and Local Chamber Facilities, where available.
 
WORK TO DATE: 

·         SIRA’s input into sportscotland guidelines has proven successful with a number of alterations accepted including:  8 curlers per sheet as opposed to numbers governed by sq m.
·         Fresh Air Ventilation:

o   Sports Scotland ‘Getting your Facilities Fit for Sport - Guidance for Ice Rinks’ document highlights 2 key points
§  It is recommended to run a pressure test to assess natural ventilation/leakage of your building.
§  Reduce maximum capacity of each ice hall to allow a target of 8 litres per second per person of fresh air into the building.

· DISCUSSIONS:

§  The pressure test is recommended and SIRA are working to provide details of who might be able to do the test and negotiate the information required and cost.
§  Hepa filters might be desirable but they reduce airflow which might impact the ability to comply with desired airflow.
§  Maximum number of people per 2metre is one per 272m. 
·         Richard Harding to share the formula for calculating fresh air litres per second 
·         It was confirmed the reference is to SQUARE meterage not CUBIC meterage.
 
OPEN FORUM:

·         Risk assessments are very important and will form the basis of evidence should it be required.
o   Identify all mitigating measures put in place to comply with the current guidance.
·         30 people are still the maximum number of people allowed when referring generally to household gatherings BUT it does not apply when participating in sport.
·         Socialising was discussed with the Golf Club analogy being used and questioned.  With no clear answer MF was asked to clarify the situation
·         SCORE CARDS 
o   It could be possible to use them for Track and Trace with the addition of contact numbers.
o   Suggestion that only one scorer per team using their own pen/pencil.
·         SCOREBOARDS
o   It was felt that it would be desirable to have 2 sets of numbers to allow for cleaning between sessions as it would be better to be able to display the score.
·         COVID OFFICER - Is everyone asking their clubs to appoint a COVID officer?  
o   It was felt this was desirable as it would be a point of contact for the rink officer to communicate with the clubs in this regard
 
SIRA MEMBERS SURVEY LINK: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/stories/SM-8W9KHH5D/ 

Password to access: sira250820

AGREED ACTIONS:

·         Tom Brewster to share information on pressure testing as it becomes available.
·         Socialising is difficult under the current guidelines (max 3 households per table suitably distanced!) and Mike will continue to lobby for this to be clarified and possibly relaxed.
·         Mike prepared to share FIS COVID Risk Assessment when available.  Katie Grubb also prepared to share the Dumfries local authority risk assessment.
·         Mike to check the Members Section of the SIRA website with a view to sharing documents.
 
NEXT ON-LINE MEETING and AGM:

Tuesday 15th September 2020 at 11am followed by a mini AGM
 

AOCB:

Tom Pendreigh highlighted how important feedback and help from the membership has been and that it had been instrumental in making SIRA stronger and asked that we recognise and thank Mike Ferguson for the amount of work he has put in over the last few months giving strength and leadership to the Association.

Mike responded with his own thanks and added good wishes to everyone in their efforts to get the season started. 

	
	

	Scottish Ice Rinks Association	2



